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DISEASES 
HIBISCUS LEAF SPOT 
By OLGA M. GOSS, B.Sc. (Hons.), Plant Pathologist 
HIBISCUS shrubs, particularly the variety "Apple Blossom" are commonly affected during the winter and early spring months with an unsightly leaf spot disease. 
Although this disease causes consider-
able concern it does not seriously affect 
the plants and the new spring growth is 
always free from spotting. The organism 
causing this disease is the bacterium 
Pseudomonas syringae. 
Symptoms 
The disease appears as purplish-black 
more or less circular dots which range 
from pinpoint size up to i in. diameter 
(Fig. 1). Older spots frequently develop a 
light ash coloured centre. 
Development of the Disease 
The leaf spotting bacterium is a weak 
parasite and can only attack hibiscus dur-
ing the winter and early spring when the 
plants have little vigour. Later as 
temperatures increase, conditions become 
less favourable for the bacterium and the 
new spring growth of the hibiscus is free 
from spotting. 
Control 
Diseased fallen leaves and prunings 
should be raked up and burnt, so as to 
reduce the source of infection for the 
following year. Spraying is normally un-
necessary, but, if an exceptionally severe 
outbreak occurs, one application of 
Bordeaux mixture 4 : 4 : 40 or copper oxy-
chloride (1 oz. in 3 gallons of water) 
chcu.d arrest the spread of the disease. 
Fig. 1.—Hibiscus leaves show-
ing spotting caused by 
Pseudomonas syringae 
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'CO-THION' Intecticidal Spray 
Complete insect 
control with 
one proven chemical 
'CO-THION' 
Controls all major 
fruit pests! 
Codling Moth, Light Brown Apple 
Moth, Bryobia Mite, Oriental Fruit 
Moth, other Mites and Spiders. 
Now, you need only spray with ICI 
'CO-THION' for complete control. 
PRE-MEASURED FOR SAFER USE 
— EASIER TO MIX 
Very persistent 
—excellent residual action 
'CO-THION's' prolonged residual ac-
tion gives exceptional effectiveness. 
*Made in Australia—for Australian Orchards 
'CO-THION' 
• A4S.237X.207t 
•TKITHION* Super Oil for the control of Wooly Aphis, Bryobia Mite, 
and Scales on Apples and Pears. Green Peach Aphis, Cherry Aphis, 
Bryobia Mite, San Jose Scale on Stone Fruits. 
'TEDION' Positive Control of MITES. This new, effective miticide kills 
all mites and eggs, too! Remains active up to three months after 
application—will not harm fruit or foliage. 
ANOTHER 
DEPENDABLE 
PRODUCT OF 
IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
OF AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND LTD. 
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